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VI A Letter from Mr. Charles Bernard, gi¬ 
ving an Account of 'two large Stones , mere 
for twenty Tears pajl Lodg’d in the Meatus 
tlrinarius, and thence cut out by him the 2%th 
of September lajl. 

I Am neither to deny nor defer giving you the Hiflo- 
ry of thofe Scones which I lately cut out of the 
Vrethra of a Gentleman, who had born them there ma¬ 
ny years, without knowing what his Diftemper was. 
And however averfe I may be from an Attempt of this 
kind, either from the natural Lazinefs of my temper, 
or the fence of my own Inability ; yet 1 take this to be 
a cafe furprifing and unufual, that the Pubiick feems to 
exaft it from me, altho’ I did not Hand engag’d to you 
by my promife for the Performance. 

A cafe fo very rare and extraordinary, that (with 
all its circumflances confidered) I Ilia!I not fear to pro¬ 
nounce it the fingle inftance of the kind; my own Expe¬ 
rience, I confefs, is too narrow for me to pretend to have 
met with the like : And fure I am, that among the few 
Books of which I am poflefs’d, and with which 1 have 
been converfant, I cannot find any example which holds 
any proportion with this; to have a Stone lodg’d in the 
Meatus Vrimrius , and to be thence cut our, is no un¬ 
common Accident, but is what, at one time or other, 
occurs in the Pra&ice of moft Men ; but to have Stones 
of fuch a Magnitude, manifeftly lodg’d in this part for 
near Twenty Years together, and the Difeafe never dif- 
covered, and no reafbnable attempts made towards the 
Relief of the Patient, to thofe who have the Story on¬ 
ly upon the Authority of the Relator, will feem altoge¬ 
ther incredible, 

J. Bau - 
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J. Bauhlne indeed met once with a Cafe, in a Name* 
fake of my own, who had, aliquot calculos, Ibme Stones 
which lay moveable in the middle of the Urethra , for 
the fpaceof a Twelve-month, about the bignefs of Cher¬ 
ry-Stones, one of which at length was voided, the other 
which remained (which, whether ever remov’d or not, 
is not faid) continued lomething incommodious to his 
making Water, tho’ without any remarkable Pain. 
This was thought Miralilis affettus ante non vifus , If 
that were fo wonderful, what lhall we conclude of that 
which I am about to relate. 

About a Fortnight fince, I was carried to D r.Beaufort, 
to one Mr .Bloncfel, a Gentleman, whom he had lately re¬ 
covered from a Feveriih Indifpofition; from which,when 
he found himfelf Relieved, he complained to the Do&or 
of a very hard Swelling, a little behind the Scrotum ,which 
had remained there many Years, and created great uneafi- 
nefs to him. The Do&or looking upon it,told him ’twas 
Surgeons Work,and was pleafed to ad vile him to fend for 
me. The next Morning we went together, and upon 
Examining it only with my Fingers, I immediately de¬ 
clared it to be a Stone of a very odd and irregular Fi¬ 
gure ,• and that there was no way of Removing it, or 
Relieving him, but by cutting it out. He was very 
much Deje&ed with the Apprebenfion of another Ope¬ 
ration; having about twenty Years fince, while a Lad, 
been Cut by Mr. Hollier for the Stone in the Bkdder, 
and in great danger from it : But confidering the Mile- 
ry of his Life, and upon my alluring him, that it would 
not be attended with the Danger and Difficulty which 
are dreaded, upon the Extra&ion of a Stone out of th 
Bladder ; and that there was no Profped ox Relief b> 
any other Method, he determined to fubmit to the Ope¬ 
ration. 

Pp z 


But 
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But before I proceed to give the Relation of that, or* 
der feems to require, that you ihould have an Account 
of the Difeafe, and the Symptomes antecedent ,* as well 
as I could my (elf Le inftru&ed, he had not long Reco¬ 
vered from under Mr. Holliers Care, before be began 
to complain of Pain, which refembled his old Pain 
of the Stone; and this continued upon him for 4 or y 
Years, before he was fenfible of any Fuilnefs or Swelling 
in Perinceo , which you are to fuppole at fird but fmall. 
I am inclined to believe, that Mr. Hollier left either a 
couple of little Stones, or pieces of Stone at the time 
of Extraction, which were by degrees protruded into 
the Vrethra ; but being too big to be voided, there lodg¬ 
ed themfelves, and fo by perpetual accretion, arrived 
to that Magnitude which you fee. He conftantly com¬ 
plained of Pain in making Water, which ordinarily 
flow’d guttatim, and involuntarily for feveral Years pad. 
Nor was he longer at eafe, then while his Bladder was 
full and didended with Urine ; which Diftention was 
continued all along the Neck and the Vrethra , as far 
as where the Stones were bedded ; for his only way of 
procuring eafe to himfelf, was by frequent drinking ve¬ 
ry large quantities of fmall Beer or Water; and as foon 
as the Separation could be made of the Urine into the 
Bladder ; and while that continued full, he was fenfible 
of fomeeale. He has been likewife exceeding liable to 
Vomiting of late, and generally molefted with a Diar « 
rhcea for fome Years pad ; both which had lately fo en- 
creafed upon him, as very much to have impaired his 
Health, and weakned his Conditution. 

I am now only to tell you, that having prepared him 
with fuch Evacuations, as are proper to precede fiich an 
Operation, on Monday the 28th of September lad; f 
perform’d it, by cutting upon the mod protuberant part 
of the Stone, (which I then fuppofed to be but one) 

and 
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and making my Incifion pretty large, the upper part, 
which proved a diftinfl: Stone, and had form’d it felf a 
Socket in the lowermoft, dipt out with little or no diffi¬ 
culty ; the other, which was forked, and was as it were 
bound in, as if it had adhered to the Vrethra, was re¬ 
mov’d with more trouble, and broke in the taking out, 
they being neither of them very hard. There was not 
an Ounce of Blood loft in the Operation ; the Stones 
having lodged long there, you muft imagine had made 
a very great Diftention of the Vrethra, fo that it was 
become fo callous, that I feem’d to cut through a Car¬ 
tilage : The Stones being thus taken out, I had nothing, 
elfe to do but to Drefs up the Wound, which continues 
in a very good Condition, tho’ we have to do with a 
very {battered and capricious Conftitution of Body. I 
had almoft forgot to tell you, that to facilitate my re¬ 
moval of that Stone which was locked in, I put two of 
my Fingers up his Fundament, to fecure it from retiring 
towards his Bladder; and to myfurprizeI found, that 
one of the Angles of it had perforated into the Amts, 
which the Nurle hearing me mention to the Do&or, re- 
ply’d, that ’twas no wonder that in the Morning {he was 
not able to pafi up the Clyfter-pipe. 

Tours, &c. 


The Figure and pofition of the Stones defer ve your Notice; 

A The Point which tended towards the Gians. 

8 That part which lay in the Acetabulum. 

C The part upon which I made Inctjion, 

D The Acetabulum. 

E The point which lay towards the Neck of the Bladder* 

F That which bad Perforated into the Anus. 

VIL 



